HAPPILY EVER AFTER

Text: Job 42:7-17
Readings: Psalm 119:65-80; Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Theme: God in his love restores Job's relationships and his fortune and gives us a type of Christ.
Purpose: To help us see God's mercy and love in Job's life and in the person of Christ.


The book of Job has an unusual structure: There is a brief section of narrative at the very beginning in chapters 1 and 2, and then a long section of poetry, and then this short section of narrative in the very end of the book. 

It is also unusual in its content: Most of the book - almost 40 chapters - is an extended discussion about the cause of the suffering that has struck Job in his life, and speculation as to how this fits into the plan of God. Then, after all that, we only get half a chapter where everything turns out well - eleven beautiful verses of joy and restoration.

Some scholars have suggested that this last section shouldn't be in the book and that it ought to end at 42:6. They object to the "happily ever after" ending. 

But we cannot leave this section out. This passage is part of the Word of God and it has some important things to teach us about God's work in the life of this man and his work in our lives.

It has lessons about God's truth and his salvation and about his love - most of all about his love - his love seen most fully in the Lord Jesus. Job points forward to Jesus.
As we look at Job's restoration we will see how God restores our relationships and our lives through the Lord Jesus. 

We will see that as we look at how:
1. God restored Job's integrity.
2. God restored Job's relationships
3. God restored Job's fortunes.

1. GOD RESTORED JOB'S INTEGRITY

In verse 7 God gives us an evaluation, an assessment, of all that has been said. He gives us a perspective on the debate between Job and his friends. 
God said to Eliphaz the Temanite; "I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has." (Vs 7b).
At the end of vs 8 the Lord repeats this point so that there is no misunderstanding on it.

So the Lord condemns the speeches of Job's friends - they had not spoken what was right.

This does not mean that all they had said was wrong. They had made many valid points and much of what they said was true. In fact the Lord's speeches at the end confirm some of the things the three had said. 

But the Lord does condemn their basic argument; that is, that there is a direct correlation between sin in the life of an individual and their suffering. They told Job that his suffering was the result of specific and serious sin. 

As we have seen in earlier sermons we cannot make this direct connection. 
Sure, there is a general connection between sin and suffering - we all suffer as a result of sin in the world. 
And there is a general connection between righteousness and blessing - the Lord blesses those He loves. 
But we cannot make a necessary connection between these things - and that was the mistake of Job's friends. They took a general truth and pushed it too far; they tried to apply it in a specific case; they went beyond what they knew. 
What they said came dangerously close to a salvation by works; the idea that if you do good deeds God will reward you with eternal life. But the Lord told them that what they had said was not right.

Rather, the Lord defended Job's integrity.

This does not mean that all that Job had said was right. God has accused him of darkening his counsel with words without knowledge (38:2). And Job has confessed that he spoke of things he did not understand, things too wonderful to know (42:3).

But, despite that, Job loved God and lived by faith in the Lord. His friends tended to trust their own works and deeds. Job trusted in God's mercy and grace. With all his might he hung on to his relationship with the Lord. He loved the Lord and wanted to regain his relationship with him. In all this he had spoken what was right.

This reminds us of the importance of speaking what is true.

It is important to get our theology right. Some people say that it doesn't matter what you believe as long as you are sincere about it, or as long as you live in the right way, or as long as you love your neighbour.

True, sincerity is important, and so is right living, and so is love.
But your theology and doctrine are also crucial. Job's friends got it wrong and the Lord condemned them. We need to get it right!

This is especially so for those in the church who are teaching others in cadets, Sunday School, catechism, youth club, Bible studies, or fellowship groups.

And this is especially true in the matter of how we are saved. Let's be clear that we are not saved by what we do; rather we are saved by what Jesus has done. Salvation is not by works; it is by grace. 
Job knew that, even as an Old Testament believer, and God defended that perspective of salvation by grace, through faith. In this way, God restored Job's integrity - he had spoken what was right.

2. SECONDLY, GOD RESTORED JOB'S RELATIONSHIPS

Sacrifice

God told Job's friends to take seven bulls and seven rams and to go to Job and offer a burnt offering for themselves. In Old Testament times a burnt offering was offered as an atonement or payment for sin. If the sacrifice was genuinely made then God would accept the death of the animal as the penalty for sin. God promised to do that in their case and not deal with them according to their folly (vs 8).

Those Old Testament sacrifices were, of course, an anticipation of the great and final sacrifice of Jesus. The blood of bulls and rams couldn't pay for sin, but the blood of Jesus could. Job's friends were forgiven on the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus, and so are we, when we trust in what he has done.

Prayer

God also told them to go to Job who would pray for them. Here the tables are turned: Job had been asking for a mediator, but now he is called to act as a mediator. Here the tables are turned. His friends had accused him and urged him to ask for forgiveness, but now Job prays that God would forgive them. This is the fulfilment of Eliphaz's words in 22:29-30 where he looked ahead to Job's restoration:
"When men are brought low and you say, 'Lift them up!' 
then he will save the downcast.
He will deliver even one who is not innocent, 
who will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands."
Little did Eliphaz know that Job would be doing this for him!

Job's intercessory prayer for his friends is a type of the prayer of Jesus for his people. Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would bear the sin of many and make intercession for the transgressors (53:12).
The New Testament assures us that Jesus is interceding for his people. Jesus can do that very well because he was and is one of us. He knows our needs, he has experienced our temptations, he has shared our struggles and anxieties. 
That is a great comfort for us - we have a high priest in heaven and we can find grace and mercy to help us in our time of need.

We also are called to pray for each other just as Job prayed for his friends. 
We ought to feel the weight of the burdens others carry and seek to carry their troubles in prayer. Prayer doesn't always come naturally to us and so we often need to work hard at it - but the Bible is full of examples of how effective prayer is, including this one of Job.

Forgiveness

That Job prayed like this shows us that he himself was willing to forgive his friends for the things they had said to him. That must have taken some grace on his part because they had made some strong accusations against him. But he did not bear any grudges, nor hold any resentments - he was willing to forgive. 

Think of the way Jesus prayed that God might forgive those who nailed him to the cross.
This reminds us that we too are forgiven through the Lord Jesus and because of that we must forgive others who have wronged us.
That isn't easy to do. 
We like to harbour our grudges; 
we want to nurse our resentments; 
we enjoy feeding the bitterness we feel.

Is there someone you need to forgive, as Job forgave his friends, and as the Lord has forgiven you? 
Is there something you need to do, or someone you need to see, to restore your relationship with another person. 

God restored Job's integrity and his relationships, and thirdly, 

3. GOD RESTORED HIS FORTUNES

In verse 10 we read; "After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before."
God could have zapped Job and given him much wealth, but God restored his fortunes through ordinary means as we read in vs 11.... 

The restoration of Job's wealth came through the love and kindness of his family and friends, but it was also a gift of God's grace.

All this wealth was not a reward for his obedience. That would go against the whole point of the rest of this book. There is no simple or direct connection between sin and punishment, nor between obedience and blessing. 

God does not always restore the fortunes of his people in this life. Many of the prophets were ridiculed and ignored to the end of their lives. Many of the early Christians died as martyrs. Many believers today are being persecuted for their faith in Christ. Obedience doesn't always bring blessing.

But in Job's case God wanted to be generous. He wanted to show his love in a tangible way. He wanted to display his mercy in material blessings. So he gave him double of all he had before. 

Job's prosperity is a picture of heaven

Few believers will enjoy the prosperity of Job. Not all believers will enjoy a pleasant and peaceful life. Some will struggle with sickness, others with depression, others with unemployment, others with trials in their marriage or family. God will not always restore the fortunes of his people on this earth.

But as believers we know that this earth is not all there is - we are looking forward to a new earth and to heaven. And we know that the sufferings of this life are not worth comparing to the glory that is going to come. 
So we need to keep looking ahead - to keep looking forward to the future life that is fast approaching that will set "our souls trembling, our minds glowing, our hearts weeping with joy!"
 
Eventually Job died. All of us know of someone who has died. Some die very young. Others live for many years and reached an old age before they leave this life. 

We do not know what age Job was when he died but we know he had great, great, great-grandchildren! He saw four generations of his children! "He died, old and full of years" (42:16). This is a picture of a person who has lived a complete life in the enjoyment of God's blessings. 
He had done all there was to do, he had seen all there was to see. He was ready to go home to heaven. He was preparing himself for eternity and for a life lived in the presence of the Lord. 

How about you? Are you looking forward to the restoration of all things? Are you preparing for heaven? Are you looking forward to going there? Are you getting ready to meet your Creator and Maker? Are you confident of going there - not because of your work or effort, but because of God's grace in Christ?

During his life on earth God described Job as "my servant". He describes him with that phrase four times in verses 7 and 8. 

On the final Day of Judgement Job will hear the words the Master spoke in one of the parables of Jesus:
"Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your Master's happiness." (Matt 25:21)

If you continue on as a servant of the Lord, as a disciple of Christ, you too will hear those words one day;
"Well done, good and faithful servant. 
 Come and share your Master's happiness."

Amen

